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Turning

Knowledge 

Into 

Power

In 1999, while people around the globe

took the end of the millennium as an

opportunity to look back, Breast Cancer

Action continued to look forward. With

our energies focused on the fight ahead,

we were fully engaged in the efforts that

will bring us closer to our vision of the

future: a world in which policy makers

act quickly to regulate environmental

toxins, individuals are well informed and

active in their own health care decisions,

and every person with breast cancer 

is guaranteed compassionate and 

comprehensive treatment.

Achieving these goals requires, first and

foremost, informing the public about the

realities of breast cancer. By sharing our

knowledge with our members and 

others, we empower them to help effect

the changes necessary to end the breast

cancer epidemic.



Sharing

Knowledge The core of Breast Cancer Action’s

work has always been education and

information. In 1999, Breast Cancer

Action reached thousands of people

who wanted or needed information

about breast cancer. 

BCA developed a series of fact sheets

this year to help the public understand

various aspects of the disease, includ-

ing known risk factors, facts and 

figures, and mammography. In addi-

tion to informing BCA members

about policy positions taken by the

organization, articles in our bimonthly

newsletter presented reliable informa-

tion on a wide range of topics.

Newsletter distribution increased by

more than 30% this year, and we

granted numerous requests to reprint

newsletter articles. We hear from

readers over and over again that the

newsletter is a lifeline, providing reli-

able information, thoughtful analysis,

and calls to action that inspire readers

to get involved in the breast cancer

movement.

BCA also serves as a valuable resource

for reporters whenever breast cancer

makes headlines. Media outlets —

including the New York Times,

National Public Radio, USA Today,

NBC NIGHTLY NEWS, and the TODAY

show — sought BCA’s perspective to

balance out their coverage in 1999.



Empowering the

Community
By providing information, Breast

Cancer Action empowers people to

become involved in their own 

treatment decisions and to join us in

working to end the epidemic. BCA is a

membership-based organization that

depends on the involvement of 

grassroots activists throughout the

country and around the world. Our

principle community organizing event

in 1999 was our THIRD ANNUAL

TOWN MEETING, featuring economist

Julianne Malveaux and author Anne

Lamott. Hundreds of people gathered

to hear Dr. Malveaux’s inspiring call to 

consider and work to change the ways

in which corporations profit from the

breast cancer epidemic, as well as

Lamott’s wry commentary on how the

loss of her best friend — who died of

breast cancer at age 37 — continues to

motivate her activism.

BCA also worked with other 

community-based organizations in San

Francisco to co-sponsor Town Halls in

the underserved neighborhoods of

Bayview/Hunters Point and the

Western Addition. In addition, we

organized a training session, entitled

Telling Our Truths, Taking Action, to

develop outreach efforts to individuals

from diverse communities.

BCA’s community organizing is built on

the idea that everybody can do some-

thing that matters about the breast can-

cer epidemic. Hundreds of people par-

ticipated in our grassroots task forces —

Media Response, Community Outreach,

Audre Lorde Action Brigade, Legislative

Action, and Treatment and Scientific

Issues — in 1999.

Much of our work centered around four

issues in 1999: redirecting breast cancer

research and policy; making environ-

mental health a priority; ensuring qual-

ity access to care for everyone; and

exposing the corporate stake in the

breast cancer epidemic.
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Cancer Research and Policy
Government-funded cancer research is

primarily focused on molecular biology

and genetics . But because something

must make our genes go haywire to

prompt the development of cancer,

such research can, at best, solve only

half of the equation necessary to

understand the causes of breast cancer.

BCA worked to revamp the research

agenda in 1999 by urging a change in

the direction of research toward a more

useful and effective approach to breast

cancer:

� Successfully demanded that the

National Cancer Institute promptly

release trial results of the extremely

painful and costly breast cancer

treatment commonly referred to as

bone-marrow transplant

� Called for women not to participate

in the NCI’s STAR (Study of

Tamoxifen and Raloxifene) trial,

which pits two potentially dangerous

drugs against each other without

using a placebo arm to determine

whether taking either is better 

than taking neither in terms of risks

and benefits

� Provided input to the American

Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO)

regarding pills for the “prevention” of

breast cancer, and called on ASCO to

increase the scope of its outreach to

the advocacy community

� Represented the voices and perspec-

tives of women with breast cancer

through participation in the breast

cancer research programs run by the

State of California and the federal

Department of Defense

� Provided information to activists

outside of California to facilitate

efforts to develop their own state

research programs

� Presented testimony to the Food and

Drug Administration on issues rang-

ing from the agency’s failure to

approve a safer form of a commonly

used chemotherapy agent to the

importance of assuring that new

drugs approved for breast cancer

treatment improve overall survival or

patient quality of life, or reduce costs

� At the request of the National Action

Plan on Breast Cancer, provided an

activist perspective on the direction

of breast cancer research at confer-

ences on issues ranging from the

architecture of breast tissue to early

life exposures and breast cancer risk

� Served on the advisory board of the

Breast Cancer Risk Factors Research

Project on lesbian and heterosexual

women, which has begun to explore

whether certain breast cancer risk

factors might be more common

among lesbians



Environmental Health

REVENUES AMOUNT PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL

Individual Contributions $  296,230 58.0% 

Foundation Grants 199,890 39.1% 

Other Revenue 14,658 2.9% 

Total Revenue $  510,778 100 % 

EXPENSES AMOUNT PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL

Program $  300,104 73.2% 

General Support 54,738 13.4% 

Fundraising 54,879 13.4% 

Total Expenses $  409,703 100 % 

A copy of Breast Cancer Action’s 1999 audited financial statement is available on request.

BCA FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1999

Recognizing that true prevention will

come only through understanding and

eliminating the causes of breast cancer,

Breast Cancer Action continued to

seek to make environmental health a

priority as research and policy deci-

sions were made on both a state and

federal level in 1999:

� Urged the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency to consider the

impact on women and children

when determining exposure stan-

dards for 1,3 butadiene, a common

air pollutant 

� Successfully joined with our allies in

the environmental movement to

urge California’s governor to appoint

a non-industry representative to

head the state’s Environmental

Protection Agency

� Through coalition work with

Californians for Pesticide Reform,

Health Care Without Harm, the

Toxic Links Coalition, and the Zero

Dioxin Campaign, urged increased

public attention and action on the

link between environmental harm

and human health

� Campaigned to redirect some of the

funds raised through the sale of the

breast cancer stamp to the National

Institute of Environmental Health

Sciences, where they would be used

to investigate the environmental

causes of breast cancer

� Urged the director of the National

Cancer Institute to fund research on

cancer and the environment

� Participated on the Pollution

Prevention Advisory Board of the

California Department of Toxic

Substances Control

� Designed and presented a poster

session on the precautionary princi-

ple of public health at the 1999 San

Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium,

the largest scientific meeting of the

year focused on breast cancer



The Corporate

Stake in the

Epidemic
BCA worked to counter the barrage of

misinformation and corporate propa-

ganda surrounding breast cancer issues:

� Placed a full-page advertisement in

the western edition of the New York
Times, criticizing the direct-to-con-

sumer advertising of tamoxifen for

healthy women and AstraZeneca,

the major corporate sponsor of

“Breast Cancer Awareness Month” 

� Initiated and participated in a collab-

orative effort of national and regional

women’s health organizations dedi-

cated to countering corporate hype

on women’s health issues

� Led the 1999 Cancer Industry Tour in

San Francisco in partnership with

other cancer and environmental

health organizations, urging people

to make the link between corporate

profit and the cancer epidemic

In a society that focuses much of its

attention on scientific and technologi-

cal advances against disease, we often

lose track of the difficulties many peo-

ple face in gaining access to even basic

services. Addressing these problems is

an important aspect of BCA’s commit-

ment to universal access to compre-

hensive care:

� Worked with the California Breast

and Gynecological Cancer Treatment

Task Force to advance legislation to

ensure that women who are diag-

nosed with breast cancer through

state screening programs promptly

receive quality treatment at state

expense

� Developed a campaign urging private

support for a low-cost mobile

screening program when, due to lack

of funding, San Francisco’s mammo-

gram van was taken out of service

Access to Care

Through a range of programs and activities in 1999, Breast Cancer Action 

continued to carry the voices of people affected by breast cancer to inspire and

compel the changes necessary to end the breast cancer epidemic. By sharing

information with individuals in our community and around the world, we turn our 

knowledge into power—and transform our visions into reality. 
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BCA Supporters
Breast Cancer Action’s work is inspired by the millions of people whose lives have been forever changed by breast

cancer, and made possible by the astounding generosity of individuals and institutions who believe, as we do, that

by turning knowledge into power we can create the fundamental changes in society that are necessary to end the

breast cancer epidemic. In addition to the supporters listed below, BCA gratefully acknowledges the financial assis-

tance of donors at all levels, who together provide more than half of the organization’s annual budget.



Fialkin  Roxanne Fiscella, MD Murry & Ruth Fischer

Sheilah Fish Patricia Fisher  Michael Flood  Sally

Floyd  Stacy Franco  Marvin Frank  Estelle Freedman

& Susan Krieger Karen Fresquez  Lauri E. Fried-Lee

& Donald T. Lee  Carole Friedman  Susan Hart Fritz

Janet Frost  Adriane Fugh-Bermann  Regina

Gabrielle, M.S.W.  Shiela Gadsden & John M. Crew

Carol Galante & James Roberts  Liwag Galileo

Louise Galindo & Jeff Gardiner  Jayme Gallagher  Rae

Gallagher & Mr. Donald Gallagher  Lori Ganz & Peter

Wolff  Garden Village P.T.A.  Melissa Gedachian

Marjorie Gelb & Mark Aaronson  Roberta Gelb

Carrie George & Ditman Johnson  Karen Getman

David Gibson  Beatrice & George Gibson Paula A.

Giglio  Michael Gilgun Barbara Giuffre Patricia Glass

Miye Goishi Susan & Leonard Goldberg Eileen

Goldman Rhonda Goldstone Monique Goldstrom

Janet Goodson & William H. Goodson, M.D.

Christine Gouig Nanci & Donald Grail Jessea

Greenman & Darlene Ceremello Sadja Greenwood

Richard Gross Beth Grossman Jennifer B. Grove,

O.D. Kathy Guidi Anne Gurvin Michael Hall David

Halvorsen Margaret Hammond Jamie L. Hancock, O.D.

Connie Hansen Margaret S. Hanson Christine &

Frank Harris Clifford Harris & Gilliann Sanchez Mr.

& Mrs. Evan H. Harris Fred Hartwick Kevin & Gayle

Hartwick Charles & Dorothy Hawkins Suzanne

Hawthorne Stacey Hawver  Shelley Hearne & Alice

Dueker Mary Hedley & Stephen P. Morrell Steve

Heilig Barbara & Gordon Heinrich J. Gabriella

Heinsheimer-Gesher & Kam McCallum-Gesher

Susan N. Herman Irma D. Herrera & Mark D. Levine

Phyllis Herrin Frederick Hertz  Virginia & Sigmund

Herz Annette Hess Diana Hickson Nickie Hilbert

Robert Hirsch & Shauna Marshall Ruth Hoff Doug

Hogue Kim Holmes Sandra Holmes Sherrie

Holmes Patricia & Jerry Holt Mary & Jay Hosler

Jacqueline C. Hullar Dan Hurlbut Linda & Timothy

Hylan William Isherwood Jill Israel Susan

Jacobsen Meredith Jacobson Andrea Jacoby &

Robert Brody Mary Jameson Kasi Jammeh  Leonie

& Glen Janken  Cindy Jenefsky, Ph.D. Anne Jenkel

Lauren Zina John Djuana Johnican Lorraine &

Lawrence Johnston Caroline Jones & Peter L.

Galison Alison Jordan Rachel Kahn-Hut Jane

Kalmus Diane Kanner Jan Karel Sadako Kashiwagi

Anne S. Kasper, Ph.D. Lisa Kawahara  Philip

Kawakami  Aimee Kelly-Prola Katherine Kiehn

Cathy Kirk  Chris Kitchel Mark Klaiman & Virginia

Donohue Edith Klass Kim Klausner Maren Klawiter

Thomas R. Kline & Lindsey Bishop Lang Charles &

Sally Klinedinst Debra Knutson Pauline Kocourek

& Annette Michell Ronald Kolb Cathy R. Kornblith

Sherry Kornreich Ellen Joy Kramer Karen Kramer &

Cliff Rechtschaffen Pam Kramer of Pam Kramer

Performance Consulting Susanne Krauland  Barbara

& Alan Krause  Ellen Kugler Edwin Lamb  Landels,

Ripley & Diamond  Eve & Dan Langton  Ann

Lanzerotti Therese Lanzille  Lenora Larson  Ann-

Rebecca Laschaver  Michael L. Laurence & Margot

Garey  Rebecca Le Pere  Elizabeth Leader  Chic

Leehan  Joan Lefkowitz & Stacey Shuster  Gerald

Leinwand  Let's Be In Touch  Nancy Leventhal

Maryanne Levine  Abbey Levine & Eileen Teitle  Ida

Lewenstein  Karen Lewkowitz  Martha Ley  Wendy

Lichtman & Jeffrey Mandel  Shirley Lidowsky Debi

Linker  Roberta Lipsman & Eric Wright  Susan Liroff

Anne & Steve Loeser  Roger & Pauline Long  Patricia

& Michael Lorenz  Gary M. Louis, O.D.  Helen Love

Jeanne Lubeck Jerry Lum Loretta Lynch Catherine

Lyons Kathryn Ma & Sanford Kingsley Dawn

MacKenzie & Julie Needham Joan MacQuarrie &

Ellen Slack Susan MacTavish Best  Jeanne Maddox

Toungara Mary & James Madison Pamela Mah Lisa

Malachowsky  Myrna Manz Frances Marcus Janice

Maritt Sara Markel Linda Marks & Rafael Lopez

Betsy Friedman Markus Renetia Martin, L.C.S.W. &

Joseph Massey Marsha Maslan Massachusetts

Breast Cancer Coalition Henry T. Matson Melange

Matthews Michael Matthews of Oasis Optometry

Jim McAndrew Joy McBride Shirley & Marvin

McDonald Brian McGuinn Shellye McKinney of the

Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights David McVey

Jeff Meagher  Muffie Meier Barbara J. Meislin

Eleanor Mendez  Steven & Kathy Mentink  Michelle

Mercer & Bruce Golden  Randy Michelson Marla

Miller & David Kremer  Pamela Miller  Stephanie

Miller  Susan Mills  Cicely Mitchell, O.D.  Ann

Miyamura, O.D.  Elizabeth Moore  Melinda Moore

Pam Moore  Yvette Moran Albert Roy Muller  Jo

Anne & Bob Muller Barbara J. Murphy  Dennis

Murphy  Patricia Murphy  Patricia Murray Lawrence

Muszynski  Shirley Nakao  Frances Nataloni

Virginia Neelon Ilene Nelson  Nelson Staffing

Solutions Charlotte Newhart  Stuart & Ruth

Newman  Denise Nicco  Linda Nishitsuji Ann

Nordin  Christine Norton of Minnesota Breast

Cancer Coalition Edward Nubel  JoAnn & Terry

O'Brien  Lynda O'Brien  Dianne O'Connell  Mary

Kathleen O'Connor of Hughes, Hubbard & Reed

Judith Ogley Lynn Ohman  Shelly S. Oime  Margo

Okazawa-Rey  Lisa Olson  Sara K. Orban  Peggy

Orenstein Genine & William Osher  Nancy Otto

Rebekah Owen  Joan T. Owyang  Ralph Pace

Adrianne Pacheco Angela Padilla & Amy Silverstein

Deborah Pagano  Lynne Parenti & Tina Ramoy

Gertrude Patri Dian Patrick  Anne Payne  Howard

Pearlman  Joan Perkes  Annette Perry  Peg Peterson

Janet Phillips & Elizabeth Dyeus  Monica Piane

Cheri Pies  Annette Pittari Bennett & Mary Kathryn

Planck  Elizabeth Plapinger & John Berger  Cindy &

Doug Pollard  Prudence Poppink Catherine Ann

Porter  Lisa Pred-Sosa Jenny Pritchett  Gary M.

Prochorchik Mary Jean Purcell  Noreen Vera Purcell

Marsha Raleigh  Bill Rampy  Marjorie Randolph

Dennis E. Ratinoff Vicki Ratner, M.D.  Dennis Reed

Robin & Patrick Reilly  Jennie Rhine  Irene Richards

Elizabeth Riedel  Nina Rivkind & Steven Shatz

Beverly Robbins Stephanie Roberts, M.D. & Lyon-

Martin Women's Health Foundation  Margaret J.

Robinson Robena Roidmaier  Marcia Roltner Susan

E. Rosen, M.D. & Lance S. Raynor  Meg & Larry

Rosenfeld  Sara G. Roumbanis  Mark Rounsaville,

M.D. Linda Rowe & Dennis Kellett  Marci Rubin

Nancy Rubin  Rebecca Runte Joanne Nolting Ruzek

Cindy Sage of Sage Associates  Sarah Samuels

Susan Sanford  A.J. Saper & Betsy Kusin  Sally

Savitz, L.Ac. Marnie Sayles & Maxine Benmour

Dottie Schaefer  Tobi Scheid  Vicki Schnitzer Phyllis

Schoenwald  Dara Schur  Elisa (Bambi) & Edwin

Schwartz  Julia R. Scott of the National Black

Women's Health Project  Ellen Seeherman  Reva &

John Segall Wayne Serin, M.D.  Valangiman

Seshagiri  Stephanie Seul  Marci B. Seville & Lisa

Riordan-Seville  Nina Shafran  Ali & Howard Shapiro

Ellen Shapiro & Meriel Lindley  Roz Sharon Michael

& Jennifer Shepard  Gladys & Bud Sherak Nina

Sherak  Danan Sherman Deana Freitas Sherman

Janette Sherman,  M.D. Joyce Shue Mady Shumofsky

Michael Shuster & Richard McCracken  Marcia Siegel

Barbara Silverberg  June Silverman Rhoda & Israel

Simon  Varya Simpson James A. Singmaster,  III

Stephanie Siri Ruth & Ray Sleeper  Terri Smallwood

Jan & Jerry Soberaj  Sandra Sohcot  Esta Soler  Gina

Solomon, M.D.& Annette Huddle  Chiquita Somers

Carol & Anthony Somkin  Connie Soper  Jane Soyer

Diveda Spector  Elsie Spindel  Karin Stenberg  Guerri

F. Stevens Donald Stracko  Betsy Strausberg  Nina &

Robert Strauss  Sheldon & Muriel Strauss  Lisa Strohl

of Bagley Optical  Terry & Hans Stuart  Zenda Su

Mark & Carol Subbotin  Laura Sullivan  Ian K.

Sweedler William Sweet James Symons & S.B.

Master  Betty Szudy Linda Taggart  Ruth & James

Tamblyn Paul Tarnas  Mary Saxon Taubman  Shirley

Taylor Nelsen Mary Lisa Tencer Heidi Thompson &

Thomas Courtney Lee Thomsen Cathryn Thurow

& Robert Cornwell Kay Tiblier John Tillman, D.D.S.

Roberta Ross Tisch & Daniel R. Tisch  Susan Tobin

& Judy Spitler Adrienne Torf  Julia Tower  Mily

Trabing & Susan Thomas  Peggy Trask Bruce Trief

Carol Trood Troutdale Vision Clinic  Kay Tsenin

UCSF-Stanford Respiratory Care Service  Ed Van

Breen Margaret Van Camp & Carol Patterson  Susan

Vanneman Sandra Jean Venerable  Leslie & Mark

Vestrich Linda Vekich Vincent & Russell Vincent

Charlie Ann Vines Helen Vozenilek  Marsha

Wadley Nancy & Bill Waite  John Walsh Margaret

Walsh Suzanna Walters Catherine & Robert Ward

Jacquette Ward Dorothy Washington Claudia

Wayne Sheila & Charles Webster Sylvia Wee

Randy Weil  Sandra Weinberg Annette & Neil

Weinstein Barbara & Peter Weiss Ilona "Lonnie"

Weiss Edith Wellin Sue Wells Leif Wernerberg

Elizabeth & Robert Wheeler Gloria Wheeler Rhea

Williamson Evelyn Jo Wilson Gayla Wilson Stan

Wilson Nancy Wiltsek Katie Wine Alan M.

Winkelstein, O.D.  Abby Wizansky Hank Wolff

Evan Wright of Evan Wright Graphic Design

Margaret Wu & Catherine Daly  Barbara Wunsch &

The Faison Kids Stan Yogi Michele Zavos

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS

Anchor Brewing Company  BankAmerica Foundation

Charles Schwab Co., Inc.  Clorox Company Gap

Matching Gift Program  McCutchen, Doyle, Brown

& Enersen Microsoft Rogers, Joseph, O’Donnell &

Quinn Working Assets Long Distance

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Scott Abbott  Chicks, Cheers & Charities  Natalie

Compagni Portis  Hilary Crosby  Tori Freeman  Lisa

Geduldig and Kung Pao Kosher Comedy  Nanci

Grail  Heller, Ehrman, White & McAulliffe, LLP  Gail

Kaufman  Roberta Lampert  Anne Lamott  Dr.

Julianne Malveaux  Musa Mayer  Steve Murray and

Make It So Productions  Gaylord Neely  San

Francisco Imaging Services  Collette Sell, Madeleine

Ballard & Event Works  Sister Collective  Peg Stone

Nancy Toomey, Stephen Tourell & The Toomey-

Tourell Gallery  Universal Care



BCA 1999 Board of Directors
Rachel Morello-Frosch, President

Kyra Subbotin, Vice President

Jane Sprague Zones, Secretary

Jill Gallagher, Treasurer

Caroline Acuña-Malygia

Susan Claymon

Elaine Elinson

Regina Gabrielle

Ellen Lew

Renetia Martin

Belle Shayer

Brenda Solorzano

Karen Strauss

BCA 1999 STAFF
Barbara A. Brenner, Executive Director

Diane DeLara, Program Coordinator

Alicia Madocks, Robin Gilbrecht, Bookkeeper

Carrie Spector, Communications Coordinator

Karen Smith, Leslie Harris, Anne Mavromatis, Office Coordinator

Holly Anderson, Mary Love, Development Coordinator

Melissa White, Development Program Manager

Suzi Kalmus, Volunteer Coordinator

Scientific Advisory Board
Lisa Bailey, M.D.

Julia Brody, Ph.D.

Wendell Brunner, M.D., Ph.D.

Beth Crawford, M.S.

Phillip S. Gardiner, Dr.P.H.

Sandra R. Hernandez, M.D. 

Stephanie S. Jeffrey, M.D.

Gregory Keaton, Ph.D.

Mary-Claire King, Ph.D.

Janice Kirsch, M.D.

Sally Savitz, L.Ac.

Carol Somkin, Ph.D.

Sandra Steingraber, Ph.D.

Mary S. Wolff, Ph.D.


