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A MESSAGE FROM THE BCA LEADERSHIP

In the ten years since Breast Cancer Action was founded, a mighty breast
cancer movement has developed, and BCA remains at the forefront. From meet-
ings in the homes of women living with the disease, Breast Cancer Action has
grown to become a national organization that gives voice to thousands of people
affected by breast cancer. The organization is one of a handful of women’s health
organizations that understands the complex role that politics and economics
play in the development, detection, and treatment of breast cancer. Thanks to
that understanding and the support of people around the country and through-
out the world, BCA is able to empower individuals to take charge of their health
and to confront the formidable forces that stand in the way of ending the breast
cancer epidemic.

We are proud that, as the result of a decade’s work, BCA is well positioned
as a leader in the struggle to reach a future free of breast cancer and to put our-
selves out of business. We are deeply grateful for the generous support of the
individuals, foundations, and businesses that make it possible not only to honor
our past, but to envision a future in which BCA no longer needs to exist. In the
meantime, we are ready to be here for as long as it takes.

Jane Sprague Zones
Board President

Barbara A. Brenner
Executive Director 





Ten years ago, a group of women in a San Francisco breast cancer support
group— frustrated by the lack of information about their disease and by the
complacency of scientists and government officials— decided to get organized.
Led by Elenore Pred, a real estate agent and mother of two daughters, the
women sought a way to bring attention and increased funding to breast cancer,
which at the time was rarely even talked about in public. 

Pred had been diagnosed with breast cancer in 1981, and after under-
going a mastectomy and chemotherapy, was told by her doctor that she was
cured. But nearly seven years later, while working with the Peace Corps in
Morocco, she found a lump on her collarbone that signaled a recurrence. A 
veteran of the civil rights and antiwar movements of the 1960s, Pred quickly set
out to educate herself about not only the medical but also the political and social
aspects of the disease, learning about the inner workings of federal health and
research agencies while immersing herself in medical literature.

The first organizing meeting of what would soon be known as Breast
Cancer Action took place in Pred’s living room in July 1990. (Other names 
proposed— and summarily rejected — included Abolish Breast Cancer, or ABC,
and Friends of Women with Breast Cancer.) 

The founders took their cue on strategy from leaders of the AIDS advocacy
movement, which had succeeded in bringing public attention to the scourge of
their disease; stimulated billions of dollars for research, treatment, and educa-
tion; and revolutionized the testing, release, and financing of AIDS drugs. The
founding mission of the organization was to make breast cancer a national 
priority by serving as a catalyst for the prevention and cure of the disease.

Breast Cancer Action has evolved significantly over the past decade. In
the broadest sense, the changes in the organization are reflected in the 
evolution of the mission statement, which now reads: Breast Cancer Action 
carries the voices of people affected by breast cancer to inspire and compel the
changes necessary to end the breast cancer epidemic. And among BCA’s core
values is a commitment to the structural changes in society that are necessary to
accomplish our mission.

BCA has changed in more tangible ways, too, over the past ten years. The
board of directors has developed from a small group of white, mostly middle-
class women to one of 14 women from diverse backgrounds, nearly half of whom
are women of color. The organization has grown from a volunteer-run group to a
paid staff of eight, and the organization’s budget has tripled in the past five
years alone. The BCA Newsletter, which started as a two-page photocopied
sheet, is now mailed to more than 8,000 individuals and institutions and is widely
regarded as a leading source of information about breast cancer issues. BCA’s
Web site serves as a valuable source of information and a link to activism for
individuals with computer access around the world.

Thousands of members around the world now carry on the legacy of 
BCA’s founders, pushing the medical community and policymakers for answers
and change. And by continuing to develop the infrastructure of the 
organization, BCA ensures that it will be around for as long as it takes to end 
the breast cancer epidemic.

BREAST CANCER ACTION MARKS A DECADE OF ACTIVISM



THE HISTORY OF BCA

1990
The first BCA meeting is held in founder Elenore Pred’s

living room. “We are meeting to organize BREAST CANCER
ACTION,” the first flyer announced. “Our goals are education
and political action to prevent a further rise in breast cancer.” 

The incidence of breast cancer in the United States has
risen every year since 1990, as it did for 50 years before. About
150,000 women were diagnosed with the disease in 1990; in
2000, an estimated 182,800 were diagnosed. BCA now works
with organizations and individuals across a wide political
spectrum on policy changes to ultimately stem the rising tide
of breast cancer.

1991
BCA founders Elenore Pred, Susan Claymon, and Belle

Shayer, along with other breast cancer activists, meet with the
director of the National Cancer Institute to demand that the
agency address the breast cancer epidemic. Claymon becomes
the first breast cancer activist to address the President’s Cancer
Panel, a group of advisors appointed by the president of the
United States to appraise the National Cancer Program.

Elenore Pred died of metastatic disease in October of
1991. In January 2000 Susan Claymon died of metastatic breast
cancer after a 15-year battle with the disease. Belle Shayer,
the only surviving founding board member of BCA, continues to
serve on the organization’s board of directors. At every
moment of loss, women have stepped forward to lead BCA with
the same commitment, courage, and passion shown by the
founders.

1992
BCA convenes the first public breast cancer activist

forum for the San Francisco Bay Area community, sponsored by
the Junior League of San Francisco.

In 1997 BCA sponsored its own organizing meeting for
breast cancer activists, featuring former U.S. Surgeon General
Joycelyn Elders as keynote speaker. Five activist task forces—
focusing on media, legislation, direct action, community out-
reach, and treatment issues — were launched at the meeting.
BCA’s task forces continue to form the core of BCA’s program
work, and BCA’s Town Meeting has become an annual event
attended by hundreds of activists.

1993
BCA helps draft and enact into law California’s Breast

Cancer Act, which raises money for screening and research, and
guarantees that advocates will participate in decisions about
the type of research that is funded.

BCA members continue to serve on the governing council
for this program, which provides $17 million in funding each
year for breast cancer research. The Breast Cancer Act was also
used as a model for the national Department of Defense Breast
Cancer Research Program, an innovative program that funds a
wide portfolio of breast cancer research and actively solicits
advocates’ input — including that of BCA members, who serve
on its peer review panels.

1994
BCA testifies before the Food and Drug Administration in

opposition to resuming the “breast cancer prevention trial,” a
study of the drug tamoxifen in healthy women, because of
reports of deaths from uterine cancer in the trial. 

While the informed consent requirements of the trial
were changed, the study was allowed to resume despite the
objections of BCA and other women’s health organizations.
And despite serious questions raised by BCA about the data
from the trial and the dangers of tamoxifen for healthy
women, the FDA in 1998 approved the use of tamoxifen for
breast cancer risk reduction in women who have not been
diagnosed with the disease but are considered to be at high
risk. At BCA’s urging, the agency denied the drug manufacturer
AstraZeneca the right to refer to tamoxifen as a “preventive”
for breast cancer. Meanwhile, tamoxifen was added to the
federal government’s list of known carcinogens in 2000, and
BCA launched a coalition of women’s health organizations that
have declared their independence from pharmaceutical fund-
ing to counter direct-to-consumer advertising of pills for the
“prevention” of breast cancer. 

1995
BCA becomes a founding member of the Toxic Links

Coalition, a group of organizations making the link between
health and the environment. The Coalition organizes and leads
the first annual Cancer Industry Tour of the corporate head-
quarters of companies whose practices contribute to the cancer
epidemic.

In 2000, BCA assisted the Women’s Cancer Resource
Center in Minneapolis in putting together the first Cancer
Industry Tour in that city, which followed the model set by the
Toxic Links Coalition. 

“We are not makers of history. 
We are made by history.” 

–Martin Luther King, Jr.



1996
In testimony before a committee of the United States

Senate, BCA calls for “one-stop shopping” for information on
cancer clinical trials, modeled on centralized trial information
for AIDS. 

A year later, BCA’s demand became law — and, by 1999,
the clinical trials database was up and running at www.can-
cernet.nci.nih.gov.

1997
Citing the absence of evidence that routine mammogra-

phy screening reduces breast cancer deaths for women ages 40
to 49 — and noting the risks of screening, including radiation
exposure and false negative and false positive results — BCA
publicly opposes the call by the National Cancer Institute, the
American Cancer Society, and other cancer charities for routine
mammograms among women in this age group.

The results of a major Canadian study released in 2000
showed that among women in their fifties, yearly mammograms
coupled with annual, thorough clinical breast exams are no
more effective than physical breast exams alone at reducing the
risk of dying of breast cancer. BCA urges policymakers to devote
more time and money toward training women and doctors in
effective physical breast exam techniques, and continues to
call for finding more effective, radiation-free technologies for
breast cancer detection that work for all women.

1998
BCA becomes the first national breast cancer organization

to adopt a policy explicitly prohibiting the organization from
accepting financial support from corporations, such as pharma-
ceutical companies and corporate polluters, that are known or
suspected to profit from the cancer epidemic. 

BCA continues to be the only national breast cancer
organization to maintain such a policy. The decision was 
featured in a lead article in the Journal of the National Cancer
Institute and continues to be a focus of debate in the cancer
community. Other regional breast cancer organizations have
followed BCA’s lead by adopting similar policies.

The United States Postal Service issues the first-class
breast cancer research stamp— the first part-postal, part-charity
postage stamp — for a two-year run. Thirty percent of the funds
raised by the stamp supports the Department of Defense Breast
Cancer Research Program, while the remaining 70 percent 
goes to the National Cancer Institute. BCA unsuccessfully urges
legislators to direct the latter 70 percent to the National
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS), where it
would be used to investigate the causes of breast cancer and
could lead to the prevention of the disease.

The stamp program, which expired in 2000, was reintro-
duced for another four years. Despite pressure from BCA
activists, legislators again refused to redirect part of the funds
to the NIEHS. But increased funding for the NIEHS and research
into the environmental links to breast cancer is now the focus
of growing attention both in Congress and among the activist
community.

1999
BCA launches its Spanish-language information project,

Saber Es Poder (Knowledge Is Power), with the first edition of a
Spanish language newsletter. 

Saber Es Poder is now published quarterly and distrib-
uted free of charge to organizations serving the Spanish-
speaking community.                                                                           

Several BCA staff and volunteers head to Atlanta to
attend the annual meeting of the American Society of Clinical
Oncology, the largest international scientific meeting of the
year focused on cancer. Their presence at the conference
ensures that the voices of people living with breast cancer are
heard by the medical and research communities. 

BCA representatives continue to attend oncology 
conferences and gain media attention around the country. This
work is supported by the Susan Claymon Advocacy Fund,
established after the death of BCA’s cofounder, to sustain
advocacy work outside of the San Francisco Bay Area.

2000
BCA marked its tenth anniversary in the year 2000. 
In commemoration of our tenth year of activism – and 

in our ongoing effort to get the public to think differently 
about the breast cancer epidemic — BCA commissioned a 
theatrical civil action, or street-theater piece, capable of being
reproduced by activists around the country as an educational
and organizing tool. 

The theater piece, like all of BCA’s work, acknowledges
the social, political, medical, and personal realities of breast
cancer while inspiring people to create change. BCA’s goals are
reflected in our work toward true breast cancer prevention
achieved by understanding and eliminating the causes of the
disease, a true cure with treatments that don’t nearly kill
patients or cause other diseases, and universal access to quality
health care.

To these ends, BCA launched two new campaigns in 2000—
Stop Cancer Where It Starts and the Rachel Carson Project — and
continued our efforts on other fronts to reach a future in which
real prevention is possible and effective care is available to all
who need it.





STOP CANCER WHERE IT STARTS
This year, in collaboration with other environmental and women’s health

organizations, BCA urged the public to reclaim October as “Stop Cancer Where It
Starts” month. 

As most breast cancer activists know too well, October has been co-opted
by corporate interests as “Breast Cancer Awareness Month,” filled with propa-
ganda and misinformation about the breast cancer epidemic. Ads and articles in
women’s magazines admonish readers to schedule annual mammograms, while
pink ribbons sprout everywhere to indicate awareness of the disease. Because
the principal corporate sponsor of “Breast Cancer Awareness Month” is the
AstraZeneca corporation — which manufactures the breast cancer drug tamox-
ifen, holds controlling interest in a chain of cancer treatment centers, and, until
recently, manufactured pesticides known to cause cancer — the public rarely
hears a word about true cancer prevention and environmental links to the 
disease during this October publicity blitz.

As part of BCA’s continuing work with other women’s health and environ-
mental organizations, we worked this year with legislators in the cities of San
Francisco, Berkeley, and Oakland, California, to pass resolutions declaring
October “Stop Cancer Where It Starts” month instead. These resolutions acknowl-
edge the health impact of toxins released into the environment and pledge to
reduce them. 

We also began taking the Stop Cancer Where It Starts campaign beyond
the San Francisco Bay Area, training other community activists and giving them
the information and tools necessary to push for the passage of local government
resolutions aimed at eliminating the release of toxic substances in their commu-
nities. In October, BCA placed a full-page advertisement in the western edition
of the New York Times, urging its more than 100,000 readers to work with their
local legislators to initiate such resolutions and to stop cancer where it starts.
The Stop Cancer Where It Starts campaign is based on the belief that by organizing
at the local level, communities can work to create a future free of breast cancer.

THE RACHEL CARSON PROJECT
BCA presented the Rachel Carson Project in 2000 to stimulate public

thinking about the problems with the structure of the existing breast cancer
research agenda — and to offer an innovative way to revamp it in the future. 

Breast cancer research is currently carried on by a vast array of public and
private entities, including pharmaceutical companies, private foundations,
research hospitals, academic institutions, and state and federal government
agencies. But the fragmentation of the research agenda is not the only thing
keeping us from making greater progress in the war against cancer. Breast can-
cer research is funded in small increments, forcing scientists to work to renew
their grants rather than to focus on the disease they are studying. 

The Rachel Carson Project — named for the scientist who drew our 
attention to the dangers of pesticides before she succumbed to breast cancer 
in 1964 — is BCA’s proposal for a coordinated research strategy in which 
patients, activists, doctors, and scientists join together to create a new breast
cancer research plan. 

Modeled on the Manhattan Project, an effort that relatively quickly solved
the challenge of the “need” for an atomic bomb, the Rachel Carson Project calls
for all of the money now devoted to breast cancer research to be pooled and
reallocated to several research centers around the country. The centers would be
staffed with the best scientists now working on issues that are or might be related
to breast cancer treatment and prevention, representing a wide range of disci-
plines. And the centers would be funded until one or more of them produced
effective treatments for breast cancer that are not systemically toxic, as well as





an understanding of the causes of breast cancer, which would enable us to take
steps to prevent the disease.

Almost daily we hear news reports about the promise of advances 
in breast cancer treatment, but the fact is this: The vast majority of women 
diagnosed with breast cancer this year will be faced with essentially the same
treatment choices — surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy — that women faced
nearly 30 years ago, when then-president Richard Nixon first declared a “war on
cancer.” Only by restructuring the research agenda will we ever be able to move
from a present filled with military analogies to a future with effective, pinpointed
treatments and the promise of true breast cancer prevention.

ACCESS TO QUALITY HEALTH CARE
BCA has long been at the forefront of efforts to ensure that women of all

income levels have access to quality care. For years women who were too poor to
afford private insurance but were ineligible for Medicaid could be screened for
breast and cervical cancer through state programs, but they could not receive
treatment except through private charity — a public health policy that was both
unconscionable and unethical. 

BCA has worked to see that women screened through government 
programs receive quality, comprehensive health care if they are diagnosed with
cancer. This year BCA successfully urged Congressional representatives to
approve a federal bill that provides treatment funding for low-income women
diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer. 

On the state level, as a member of the California Breast and Gynecological
Cancer Treatment Task Force, BCA helped persuade California governor Gray
Davis to include in his 2001 budget $20 million for the treatment of women diag-
nosed with breast cancer at state expense. But while this step was important, it
was not enough: it provided treatment for breast cancer only, and it did so
through a nonprofit agency not integrated into the state’s health care system.
BCA continues to work to broaden the state’s treatment program and to integrate
it with the state’s health care program. 

Through efforts to develop the policy analysis and grassroots advocacy
strategies necessary to create government-funded, broad-based treatment
programs, BCA helps open the door to a future of universal access to quality
health care.

FOLLOWING THE MONEY
Many millions of dollars are now raised each year to advance “the fight

against breast cancer.” Nonprofit agencies and corporations alike raise funds
through a variety of activities, including walks, runs, and mountain climbs. BCA
pushed forward in 2000 with its effort to follow the money flooding into the
cause by launching a new campaign, “Think Twice Before You Walk,” to encour-
age the public to be thoughtful about participating in or supporting fund-raising
activities such as the Avon Breast Cancer 3-Day walk, currently the largest event
of this kind.

Through commentaries in national publications and on public radio, we
spread the word about how the money for many fund-raising events is both
raised and spent, and we urged the public to give directly to breast cancer
organizations if they shared our concerns. We also created and distributed
brochures explaining the funding practices of activities like the Avon 3-Day and
describing how individuals can work to change those practices. On a similar
issue, prompted by widely circulated e-mails urging recipients to follow links to
a Web site and “click for the cure,” we developed an electronic reply to e-mail to





senders of these messages, explaining why finding a cure for breast cancer will
never be that simple. 

As public concern about the most common cancer in women increases, 
so does the amount of money raised in the name of the cause. By investigating
and exposing the ways in which these funds are raised, BCA works to ensure that
they will be spent on efforts that will bring us closer to ending the breast cancer
epidemic.

COUNTERING “PILLS FOR PREVENTION” 
While billions of dollars are being spent in the search for a cure for breast

cancer, the effort to prevent the disease is finally getting attention as well.
However, much of this attention on prevention is directed toward an appealing
but limited and risky approach of “pills for prevention” rather than toward a 
primary prevention approach that would address the causes of breast cancer,
especially environmental links to cancer. 

In the face of multimillion-dollar advertising campaigns to promote
potentially dangerous pills as breast cancer “prevention” to healthy women, BCA
worked to let the public know that there is another approach: the precautionary
principle of public health, sometimes phrased as “first, do no harm.” 

To shift attention away from drugs and toward the precautionary principle,
BCA launched Putting People First, a coalition of women’s health organizations
devoted to promoting true prevention as the ability to identify and eliminate the
environmental causes of breast cancer. The coalition develops and tests strategies
to inform people about the dangers of breast cancer “prevention” pills, high-
lights the problems associated with treating a risk factor as though it is a 
disease, and promotes greater awareness of the precautionary principle of 
public health. 

Putting People First has met with and presented testimony to the Food
and Drug Administration, and through it BCA will continue to bring and expand on
our concerns to appropriate federal agencies. We will continue our work with the
media to get the message out to the public that it is time for a new approach to
cancer prevention, one that puts the public’s health before corporate profit. 

ACCESS TO RELIABLE INFORMATION
This year BCA staff responded to more than a thousand telephone calls

and written requests for information on a myriad of issues connected to breast
cancer. BCA’s bimonthly newsletter, which is distributed to more than 8,000 
individuals and institutions (a 30 percent increase from last year), included 
coverage of controversial issues such as digital mammography, high-dose
chemotherapy, and breast implant safety, along with book reviews, member
profiles, and reports from international oncology conferences. 

BCA’s Web site (www.bcaction.org) entered the future in 2000 when it
underwent a spectacular renovation, giving users access to a wide range of
information about BCA’s work more easily and thoroughly than ever before.
Visitors to the site can now search an archive of past newsletters by topic, date,
or keyword; sign up to volunteer with BCA; find out more information about BCA’s
campaigns; get the answers to frequently asked questions about breast cancer;
make a donation to support BCA’s work; and much more. 

By keeping up with rapidly changing information and technology, BCA
empowers thousands of individuals to become involved in their own treatment
decisions and to join us in working to end the breast cancer epidemic.





COMMUNITY ORGANIZING
BCA’s five activist task forces — built on the idea that everyone can do

something that matters about the breast cancer epidemic — continued to be
fueled this year by the energy of hundreds of volunteers. 

Across the nation, members of BCA’s Media Response Task Force responded
to radio, TV, newspaper, and magazine stories that in some way or another
missed an important point about breast cancer. With help from talking points
prepared by BCA, task force members wrote letters on such topics as the Avon 3-
Day walk, the limitations of mammography, and a study designed to test the
effects of a toxic rocket fuel compound by having human volunteers ingest it.

Guided by BCA policy positions and sample letters, Legislative Action Task
Force members communicated their views to both state and federal representa-
tives on a number of issues, including breast and cervical treatment funding, the
use of toxic waste in fertilizer, and a right-to-know law on the use of pesticides
on school grounds. 

Members of BCA’s Treatment and Scientific Issues Task Force attended
national oncology conferences, actively participating in conference discussions
of some of the critical issues in breast cancer treatment and research and
reporting back to BCA members through workshops and newsletter articles.

Community Outreach Task Force members attended events throughout
the San Francisco Bay Area to provide information about breast cancer. Our 
presence at neighborhood health fairs, outdoor fund-raisers, Earth Day festivals,
and college campuses helped to bring BCA’s message to new audiences. 

Members of BCA’s Audre Lorde Action Brigade were called to the streets
throughout the year, to protest the U.S. Navy’s refusal to clean up a San
Francisco shipyard after a toxic fire, attend a public hearing on a proposed float-
ing power plant in the San Francisco Bay, gather signatures for a petition to save
San Francisco General Hospital’s breast clinic, and demonstrate against 
a medical waste incinerator in a low-income Bay Area community of color. 

Audre Lorde, a social activist and writer who envisioned an “army of one-
breasted women” descending on Congress to demand change, died of breast
cancer in 1992 at age 58 — but her spirit lives on in the women and men of BCA’s
direct action contingent.

“We’ve got to stay in their faces,” Elenore Pred declared a decade ago. She
cited the key to the success of the AIDS activists after whom BCA was modeled:
“They had somebody constantly making the politicians know that there were
people behind the statistics.”

Ten years later, through all of its work, BCA continues to carry the voices
of people affected by breast cancer to inspire and compel the changes necessary
to end the breast cancer epidemic. We stand at the forefront of the breast 
cancer movement, demanding honest information and meaningful answers —
and we will do so for as long as it takes. The future is in our hands.
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Amos Alonzo Stagg High School A.C.L.U. Club • Holly Anderson &
Kerry Becklund • Lillie and James Anderson • Barbara Anger •
Tracy and Andrew Armanino • Lynne Armstrong • Merry Astor •
Barbara Attard • Bella D. August • Vivian and David Auslander •
Marina Aviles • Margaret Babbott • Judith Lauter Baer • Jenny
Baird-Phillips & Alan Phillips • Beverly Balliett • Judy and Harvey
Barnett • Michele Bartlett • Marie Bass • Sandra and Maurice Bass
• Phebe W. Bauer • Alvin H. Baum, Jr. • Ann Bauman • Barbara
Beatty • Michelle Beddor • Deanna and Kenneth Beerman •
Noreen Beiro • Mary Lou and Steven Beldner • Emily J. Bender &
Hannah Doress • Deborah Bennett & Anthony Metcalf • Marcia
Berenter & Janice Campbell • Cathy Berger & Adrianna Pacheco
and Maya • Sue Berger • Jo-Ann Beverly • Barbara Biebush •
Vivian Bigelow • Joan E. Biren (JEB) • Jessica Braverman Birch &
Joel Birch • Madelaine Gwertzman Birnbaum • Ashley Black •
Sandy Blair & Carol Cohen • Sandy Blank of the Florida Breast
Cancer Resource Network • Kathryn W. Frank & James Blume •
Deborah Claymon Boeschen & Doug Boeschen • LaVonne Boisvert
• Angela Bottum & Marjorie Hamm • Jason Bovey • N. R. Bowen •
Ann Bower & Pat Simon • Patricia Boytim • Lynn Bozentka & Marion
Heinz • Carolyn Bradley • Jody and Bill Bradley • Judy Brady •
Victoria Brady • Emily M. and Ken Brakebill • Breast Cancer
Alliance of Greater Cincinnati • Harry Breaux • Diane Breithaupt •
Francine Brenner • Joe Brenner • Mark and Mindy Brenner •
Richard and Barbara Brenner • Sandra Bressler • Chalon Bridges •
William Bridges • Phyllis Bronstein • Barry Brown • Wendel
Brunner, M.D., Ph.D. • Cheri Bryant • Mary Fran Buchanan •
Barbara Buckley • Marguerite Z. Bunyan • Beverly A. Burch • Jean
Burks • Cynthia Burnes • Todd W. Burns • Vicki Tolar Burton &
Robert M. T. Burton • Kelly Byer • Celia Callaway • Pamela Calvert
• Linda and Robert Carloni • Diane C. Carr • Linda Carucci & Allen
Rehmke • Diane Cash • Patricia and Roger Cassiere • Sandra
Castaldi • Sheron Lee Chic • Elizabeth Childs & Ralph Grieco •
Margot Smith Chmel • Kathleen Cinnater • Nanci Clarence & Lidia
Szajko • Catharine Clark • William A. Lee Clarke III • Allan W.
Claymon • Maxeen and Bill Claymon • Christine Cliburn • Barry D.
Cobbs of CNET-TV • Lisa Cohen & Susan Comfort • Michele R.
Coleman • Lillian Sandra Coliver • Kaye Colleen • Ann M. Comer •
Joe and Jen Compagni • Stephen Conneely • Sara and Jack Conner
• Gloria and Eugene Coodley • Eve Cooper & Andre Borgman • Jane
Vincent Corbett, M.D. • Phyllis Cordover, Ed.D. • Costco – Fremont
• Madison Cotter • Judith and William Cottle • Julie Rose Cowan &
Neil Good • Kimberlee Sue Cox • Greta and Mert Cramer • Leressa
Crockett • Bruce Cronander • Crosby & Kaneda, C.P.A. • Kay and
Theodore Cuclis • Patricia Cull • Daniel Cumings • Mary
Cunningham • Lara Mehr Currie & John Currie • Cheryl Currier •
Denise D' Anne • Carla Dalton • Susan Elaine Damrow • Gene,
Dorothy & Greg Darby • Denise and Jay Dauphinais • Rebecca
Carol Davis • Jenifer Sally Daynes • Yvette De Andreis & Kenneth
Garcia • Christine De Vita • Barbara Priester Deely • Gail Defferari
& Susan Sachs • Patricia DeLaFuente & Robert Karasiewicz • David
and Adele Dener • Laura Derr • Carla Detchon • Susan Detjens &
Linda Trenholm • Mary and Jim Dick • Martha Dickey, P.C. • Lisa
Dickieson • Leslie and John DiGirolamo • Barbara Dobson • Ellen
Doerfer • Cynthia Dorfman • Emily Doskow • Miriam Dow •
Margaret Draeger • Alaine Duncan • Patricia Dunn & Eileen
Blumenthal • Grover Dye • Nancy and Peter Dyson • Bernard
Edelstein • Mary Edwards & Roxana Sasse • Diane Ehrensaft,
Ph.D. & Jim Hawley • Dorothy Ehrlich • Sandy and Larry Eiler •
Brenda Eldrid • Edward Elias • Hilla Elkind • Robert A. Elmore &
Paul D. Zak • Martin Elsbach • Anne Engelhart & Douglas Durant •
Katherine W. Ennix & Dr. Coyness L. Ennix, Jr. • Mary Eppler • Nora
and James Ernst • Virginia Ernster, Ph.D. & Martin Ernster •
Christopher Esposito • Milton Estes • Leslie Ewing • Anthony and

Roberta Fanning • Paul Farahvar • Deborah Farson • Paul Felton •
Laura Fenamore • Joan Ferraris & Jon Norenburg • Sharon Findlay
• Marjorie Fine • Roberta G. Mindich-Fink & Jesse Fink • Roxanne
Fiscella, M.D. • Ken Fischer • Murry and Ruth Fischer • Sheilah
Fish • Clarissa Flores • Sally Floyd • Susan and Brian Fogarty •
Millie Fortier, Ph.D. • Eric and Becky Foster • Debra Fox • Helen
and Moshe Fox • Matthew Hagerty Fratus & Jason Drew Heyman •
Tori Freeman • Joan M. Friedland • Margot Friedman • Adriane
Fugh-Bermann • Deborah Fulmor • Janet E. Gadow • Abel Galaviz,
M.D. • Louise Galindo & Jeff Gardiner • Rae and Donald Gallagher
• Bridget Galvin • John Gardner • Gail Garvey • Jane and Leo
Gaspardone • Rich Gasparian • Donald and Pamela Geisler •
Marjorie Gelb & Mark Aaronson • Wallace A. Gerbode Foundation
• Robin Germain • Karen Getman • Linda Gibbs • Beatrice and
George Gibson • Lori Leigh Gieleghem • Donna & Gil Gilboa •
Girlfriends Magazine • Judith and Alexander Glass • Nigel S.
Godwin • John W. Gofman, M.D. • Miye Goishi • Susan and Leonard
Goldberg • Jay Goldbloom • Emily Goldfarb & Norma Del Rio •
Eileen Goldman & Robert Gabriner • Cynthia Goldstein • Lynne
Gonzalez • Carol and William Goodell • Mary Lou and Brad Gooding
• Gordon & Rees, Llp • Julie Gottschalk • Christine Gouig • Nanci
and Donald Grail • Jaime M. Grant • Kathi Grasso • Anna Grattan •
Vicki Green, Ph.D. & Robert N. Curry, Ph.D. • Jessea Greenman &
Darlene Ceremello • Sadja Greenwood • Maddie Griggs • Judith
Gruber & Joseph Houska, Jr. • Kathy Guidi • Arlene Haas • Kathy
Haas & Aileen Santos • Robin and Jimmy Hackett • Vicki and
Thomas Haggin • Francine Halberg, M.D. • David Halvorsen •
Carrie Hamilton • Julie and Darrell Hanestad • Eileen Hansen &
Denise Wells • Mary and Doug Harmon • Rose Harper-Elder •
Shyamala Harris, M.D. • Katherine Healy • Andrew Heide • Cindy
Henderson-Nigro • Elizabeth Hendrickson • Ruth Herman • Irma
D. Herrera & Mark D. Levine • Phyllis Herrin • Ruth Herring • Susan
R. Hester • Margaret Ellen Hickey • Diana Hickson • Nickie (Alice)
Hilbert • Constance Hillyer • Amanda and David Hirko • Cary
Hirschfield • Nancy Davis & Donna Hitchens • Alice Hoch & Melvin
A. Hoch M.D. • Lisa Hoffman • Elle Hoffnagel & Terry J. Murphy •
Ronald Hokemeyer • Sandy Holmes • Patricia and Jerry Holt • Ann
Hood • Jean Hoodwin • Anthony Hopfinger • Maxine Hormats •
Michael and Charlotte Horstein • Amy Hosa • Emily Hoyer •
Jennifer Huber & Mark Wolken • Lynn Huber • Julia Hunkins •
Merrill Clarke Hunn & Robert W. Hunn • Dorothy Hunt • Danielle
Hupp • Doris Iaroli • Jill Israel • Nikki Itoi & Paul Junki Itoi • Sharon
Izen • Herb and Joan Jacobson • Norma-Jill Jacobson • Barbara
Jackson • Kevin James & Thomas Reilly • Eleanor & Melanie Jechort
• Susan Jewett & Rosie Smith • Ruth Joffe, Ph. D. • Allyson Johnson
• Roxanne and Stacey Johnson • Suzanne E. Johnson, M.D. &
Deborah L. Stubbs • Lorraine and Lawrence Johnston • Linda
Jordan • Risa Kagan, M.D. • Rachel Kahn-Hut • Leah Kaizer & David
Salk • Jane Kalmus • Sadako Kashiwagi • Marcy Kates & David
Oppenheimer • Gail and Barry Kaufman • Barbara and James Kautz
• Marion (Mhel) Kavanaugh-Lynch, M.D. & Margaret Kavanaugh-
Lynch • Rosalie S. Kaye • Amy Kent • James Kent • Karen and
Daniel Kiely • Edith Klass • Kate Monico Klein • Melanie Kletz •
Thomas R. Kline & Lindsey Bishop Lang • Asya Kofman • Nia
Kokaxi • Ronald Kolb • Suzanne Konchan & David Konchan • Karen
Jo Koonan • Georgia Kovach • Pam Kramer • Susanne Krauland •
Rebecca Krebs • Peggy and Jerry Kroutil • Ellen Kugler • La Prairie
GMBH • Anthony Lacatena • Virginia and Robert Lamb • Annie and
Louis LaMotte, III • Thomas J. and Ursula G. LaMotte • Roberta
Lampert & James Piper • Celeste Lane • Margaret Geneva Langston
• Claire R. La Roche & R.W. La Roche, M.D. • Nanci and John Larsen
• J.B. Larson • Susan Laskin • Robert Lattier • Lynn Diane Lerer
Laupheimer & F. Ronald Laupheimer • Jeanne Lavin & Stephen
Donelan • Karen Lavine • Mary Law • Rebecca Le Pere • Elizabeth
Leader & Elizabeth J. Hill • Dawn A. Lednum • Catherine Jane Lee •
Lauri E. Fried-Lee & Donald T. Lee • Carole Leita • Jacqueline
Lendsey • Mark Leno • Ellen Leopold • Liza Levine & Edward
Zuckerman • Cynthia J. Lew • Ida and Morris Lewenstein • Barbara
Lewis • Linda Leyerle • Shirley Lidowsky • Sherrie and Joseph
Liebsack • Janice and Dennis Lieu • Lil Lindsey • David William
Linger • Susan Liroff • Dana Liu • Anne and Steve Loeser • Leslie
Loomis • John Stuart Looper • Rita Lopez • JoAnn Loulan • Helen
Love • Mary Margretta Love & Tim Meehan • Christine Lucas •
Fiona Luke • Elinore and Lawrence Lurie • W. Luthi and B.
Bruggman of Laboratoires La Prairie SA • Marie Lyons & Gary
Coates • Dolores Maatug • Ruth MacNaughton • Natalie Macris •
Mary and James Madison • Ellen Mahoney, M.D. • Gladys Fraser
Mainwaring • Lisa Malachowsky • Dr. Julianne Malveaux • Lucinda
O. Manarin • Ellen Mann • Myrna Manz • Cynthia Marano & Judy
Patrick • Susan L. Marcus & Amie Miller • Joe Margulies • Sara
Markel Altman • Drew Markham • Linda G. Marks • Linda Marks &
Rafael Lopez • Marcia and Herbert Marks • Amy Marlo & Shuyun
David Lo • Kelly Marquis • Eugene Martinetti • Massachusetts
Breast Cancer Coalition • Joseph Massey • Mary Jane Massie, M.D.
• Nancy Mazza • Katherine and Paul McAfee • David McCall •
Shirley and Marvin McDonald • Katheryn Jean McElrath & Stanley
Anthony Shulster • Katherine McKenney • Joyce McKinney •

BCA SUPPORTERS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Breast Cancer Action’s work is made possible by the generosity of supporters who believe that, by developing programs that honor
the vision of the organization’s founders, we can effect the changes necessary to end the breast cancer epidemic. We gratefully
acknowledge the financial assistance of all of our supporters, including the people and institutions listed below, whose contributions
allow BCA to work to create a future in which breast cancer prevention and universal access to quality care are our reality. 



Audra and Howard McKinzie • Honorable Juliette C. McLennan •
Stephanie McLennan • Ellen M. and Bob McMillan • Shawn
McMillan • David McVey • Kathleen Meagher • Muffie Meier •
Channa Orah Meir • Barbara J. Meislin • Debbie Mendelsohn-
Behrakis • Michelle Mercer & Bruce Golden • Elizabeth Merck •
Mieke Meurs • Randy Michelson • Margaret Micholet • Sherry
Milan • Marilyn Milkman • Nadia L. and Robert A. Miller •
Catherine M. Mills • Sylvia Mitchell • Charlotte Moco • Mary
Montali • Barbara Moore • Melinda Moore • Pam Moore • Howard
Mordall • Roger and Christine Morimoto • Barbara Morman • Rolf
Mueller & Peter Muraki • Albert Roy Muller • Jo Anne and Bob
Muller • Patricia Murphy • Suzanne Murphy & Bruce Downing •
Patricia Murray • Cheryl Nardi & Louise Rubacky • Frances and
John Nataloni • David Nathanson • Tanya Neiman • Shirley Taylor
Nelsen • Nelson Staffing Solutions • Julia and David Nelson-Gal •
Glenda Newell, M.D. • Charlotte Newhart • Chandler and Joseph
Newlander • Lisa and Michael Newman • Stuart and Ruth Newman
• Buck Newsom • Kathryn and Michael Nicholson • Kenro and Mary
Nishimine • Penny Noble • Margaret Norris • Margaret Nulsen &
Chris Frolking • Pamela and John Nunes • JoAnn and Terry O'Brien
• Judith Ogley • Barbara and Phillip O'Hay • Margo Okazawa-Rey •
Caryl Olins • Richard Olvera • Mary O'Malley • Helen and Carl
Ondry • Orchard Supply Hardware – Sunnyvale • Sharon Ortiz •
Nancy and David Oster • Lynne Parenti & Tina Ramoy • Jane D.
Patton • J. Payan • Anne Payne • Howard Pearlman • Darlene Peck
• Pamela Peirce • Margo Perin • Peter Perry • Arthur and Carol
Peterson • George Philippides • Alice Philipson & Petra Liljestrand
• Janet Phillips & Elizabeth Dyeus • Roberta A. Phillips • Jacquie
Pickering • Bennett and Mary Kathryn Planck • Janice Platt &
Jeffrey Ross • Nancy Polikoff • May Pon & John Barry • C. Y. Poon
• Jacquelyn and Ryan Porter • Beverly Portis • Lisa Pred-Sosa &
Juan Sosa • Brenda Price • Noreen Vera Purcell • Jodi Margolis Pyle
& Christopher Pyle • Rainbow Grocery • Susan and Richard
Raiselis • Michelle Rakoff of Breast Friends • Marsha Raleigh •
Angelito Ramirez • Irene Rand • Vicki Ratner, M.D. • Barbara and
Curtis Rebhan • Edna Reed • Kenneth and Fusako Reed • Mark
Reed • Edith and St. Clair Reeves • Elizabeth Reidel • Karen Marie
and Leslie Reinlib • Louise & Paul Renne • Jennie Rhine • Colleen
Rice • Kay Richman & Dan Kaplan • Amy Risch & Nancy Andrews •
Nathan Rivka • Nina Rivkind & Steven Shatz • Bernie Roache, Jr. •
Beverly Robbins • Margaret L. Roberts of Pen & Palette • Susan
Roberts & John Flanagan • Sheila Robertson • Lorraine and Shaya
Romey • Mary Rose • Susan E. Rosen, M.D. & Lance S. Raynor •
Norma Rosenfeld • William C. Rosso • Linda Rowe & Dennis Kellett
• Adam Ruben & Sarah Di Julio • Rebecca Runte • Judith and
Charles Rupert • Patricia Rupp • Lauren and Steven Rutkovitz •
Joanne Nolting Ruzek • Linda Ryan • Audrey and Richard Sachs •
Anne Salsbury • Andrea Saltzman • J. David Sams • Susan Sanford
& Stephen McMillian • Joseph Sarcoz & Gregg Schoen • Mariellen
Sawada • Dottie Schaefer • Joy L. Scheffer • Peggy Schmidt •
Rocky L. Schnaath & Byron S. Johnson • Judy and John Schneider
• Karl Schoenberger • Ms. Phyllis Schoenwald • Ingrid Schultheis
• Rhoda Schulzinger & Rochelle Granat • Dara Schur • Annette and

Mark Schutz • Herva Lenore (Bunny) Schwartz • Anita and Thomas
Sciance • Johanna Sedman & Andy Packard • Ellen Seeherman •
Mary Seereiter • Carole Segall • Reva and John Segall • Jo Ann
Semones, Ph.D. • Marci B. Seville & Lisa Riordan-Seville • Steven
and Gail Shak • Bill and Anne Shakespeare • Nina Shafran • Alice
and Howard Shapiro • Annie Shaw and Sister • Hannah Sherak &
Don Sherak, M.D. • Nina Sherak • Danan Sherman • Janette
Sherman, M.D. • James Shields • Donna and Robert Shives • Kerry
L. Shoji & Dennis E. Fong • Anne Doyle-Shultz & Al Shultz •
Cynthia Sides • Fern and Leon Siegel • Rosalind Singer Fund of the
Agape Foundation • Claudia Siegman • Barbara Silverberg •
Joanne Slaight • Ruth Sleeper • Audrey A. Smith • Esther and
Homer Smith • John R. Smith • Lee Smith • Matthew Smith •
Shirley Smith • Sue Ellen Smith • Cynthia Sofranac • Sandra
Sohcot • Esta Soler • Gina Solomon, M.D. & Annette Huddle • Carol
and Anthony Somkin • Carlos Sonnenschein, M.D. • Elizabeth and
Edward Specht • Diveda Spector • Elsie Spindel • Michael
Spinnato • Tish Sprague • Brenda B. Spriggs, M.D. • Patricia and
George Springer • St. John School • St. Joseph Elementary School
• Barbara Stafford • Beverly Stamper • Susan Bryer Starr & Gary
Starr • Willard Steane • Linda Stein & Steve Routh • Dede Steinfeld
& Paul Kenney • Karin Stenberg • Angel Stephen • Bruce Stern •
Barbara Sternfeld • Guerri F. Stevens • Susan Stone • Sara Strang
& Rob Steinwurtzel • Betsy Strausberg • Annette Strickland •
Marilyn Strom • Marlene and Andrew Stone • Connie Strycker &
Jana Strycker • Stephanie Sugars • Mary Swan • Monica and Larry
Swendsen McCabe • Joan Swirsky • Ellen and Eugene Switkes •
Betty Szudy • Linda Taggart • Elizabeth and Jim Taglieri • Cheryl
Tait • Ruth and James Tamblyn • Charles and Mary Tanner • Wendy
Tanowitz • Virginia Tarika • Maida Taylor-Kelly, M.D. • Connie and
Jim Teevan • TemPositions • Jeanne and Dirck Tenbroeck •
Angelene Thompson • Paula Thurman • Nora Tibbetts • Rita M. and
Ernest L. Tibbles • Debbie Tierney • Betty R. Tilley & Russell M.
Tilley, Jr., M.D. • John Tillman, D.D.S. • Susan Tobin & Judy Spitler
• Adrienne Torf • Julia Tower • Wanden Patricia Treanor, Esq. •
Elizabeth Treguboff • Elizabeth Trillinger & Kevin Webb • Robert
Troupe • TSG Networks • David and Connie Turbiville • Sharon
Burton Turner & Lincoln Turner • Judith Uman • Information
Systems Staff of Vail Resorts • Susan and Robert Vanneman •
Irene Vasilakopoulos • Linda Vekich Vincent & Russell Vincent •
Julia Velson • Nancy K. Verbanec • Mary Ellen Vidar • Richard and
Julia Vistnes • Wendy Volkmann • Helen Vozenilek • S. J. Waegell
• Ellen Wagner • Margaret and Kenneth Wallace • Fay Jean
Hooker-Wallender & Harvey W. Wallender, III • Diane Warren •
Peggy Warren, M.D. • Dorothy and Richard Washington • Claudia
Wayne & Juanita Weaver • Neil Weinstein • Mort Weisberg • Susan
and Robert Weisberg • Ilona (Lonni) Weiss • Edith Wellin • Linda
and William Werner • Eve Wertsch • Lisa Westerback • Lauren
Westreich • Jill Wheatley • Gloria Wheeler • Melissa White •
Sharon Wilensky • Leila B. Williams • Rhea Williamson • Richard
Wilson • Marilyn Winch • Katie Wine & Michael Woods • Antonia
Bratt Winter • Mary Wissenbach • Abby Wizansky • The Women's
Foundation • Ron Wong of Ron Wong & Associates • Susannah

Wood & Paul Tavernier • Anthony and Carol Wurmlinger • Mildred
Yarbrough • Mary and James Yonemoto • Ju Zhen & Robert Segal •
Lisa J. Ziebel • Arthur and Irma Zigas • Anne Zinkir • Diana
Zuckerman

In-Kind Donors
Charles Schwab Corporation Foundation • Evan Deerfield of Cobalt
Blue SF • Hang Gallery • Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe •
Roberta Lampert • Lux Design • Kelly Marquis • Deborah Stegman
of Modo Eyewear

Corporate Matching Gifts
Amgen, Inc. Matching Gifts • Anchor Brewing Company • The Bank
of America Foundation • Barclay's Global Investors Matching Gifts
• Bechtel National, Inc. • Charles Schwab Matching Gifts • Clorox
Company • Community Health Charities • Computer Associates,
Inc. • Costco - Fremont • EGrants.org • Gap Matching Gift Match
Program • The Morrison & Foerster Foundation • Raychem
Corporation Matching Gifts • Shaklee Corporation • Transamerica
Foundation • Zephyr Real Estate • 

Special Thanks To
Dorothy Allison • Bella D. August • Joan E. Biren (JEB) • Robert
Berry • Billy Blue • Lawrence Brenner & John Goldbloom • Darlene
Byrd and EMI Music Distribution • Sandra Coliver • Christy Cote,
the Allegro Dancers, Inc. and the Allegro Ballroom • Julie Rose
Cowan • Hilary Crosby • Amelia Davis • Evan Deerfield of Cobalt
Blue SF • Gail Defferari & Susan Sachs • Patricia de la Fuente •
Cindy Feldman and Ira Ludwick of Progressions Salon • James
Geras of Atelier 142 Gallery • Nanci and Donald Grail • Jaime Grant
• Hang Gallery • Heller, Ehrman, White & McAulliffe, LLP • Susan
Hester • Jennifer Joy and David Attyah of jennjoy gallery •
Lorraine Johnston • Anne S. Kasper, Ph.D. • Gail Kaufman • Burke
Keegan • Marcia Kilgore of BLISS • Joan A. Kuriansky • Roberta
Lampert • Anne Lamott • Lindsey Lang & Tom Kline • Judith Light
and the Curran Theater • Julianne Malveaux, Ph.D. • Kelly Marquis
• Jon Martin and Moby Dick • Renetia Martin • Catherine Jane
Mendoza of Catherine Jane • Jennifer Miles • Susan Nash •
Gaylord Neely • Lynn Parenti & Tina Ramoy • Cindy Pearson •
Opera Piccola • Natalie Compagni Portis • Marie & Michael Powers
of Power Exchange • Louise Rothman-Riemer & Davis Riemer •
Robby Robinson • David Salk of EClips and Focal Point • Ellen
Seeherman • Collette Sell & Madeleine Ballard of EventWorks • SF
Weekly Romance • Belle Shayer • Brenda Solórzano • Denise
Spanek of Visage Studio • Deborah Stegman of Modo Eyewear •
Peg Stone • Susan Stone • Strike Out Breast Cancer III • Kyra
Subbotin • Jane Tolar • Nancy Toomey and Stephen Tourell of
Toomey-Tourell Fine Arts Gallery • Universal Care • Jane Sprague
Zones

Elenore Pred Legacy Circle
(people who have provided for BCA with a planned gift)
Barbara Brenner • Suzanne Lampert • Leila Williams

REVENUES AMOUNT % OF TOTAL

Individual contributions $434,885 56.6%

In-kind gifts 65,803 8.6%

Foundation Grants 254,150 33.1%

Other Revenue 13,523 1.8%

Total Revenue $768,361 100.0%

EXPENSES AMOUNT % OF TOTAL

Program $476,981 76.5%

General support 78,692 12.6%

Fundraising 68,073 10.9%

Total Expenses $623,746 100.0%

BCA FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2000
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BCA 2000 STAFF
Barbara A. Brenner, Executive Director

Diane DeLara, Program Coordinator
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Hatty Lee, Development Assistant
Anne Mavromatis, Sharen Le Beau, Office Coordinator

Carrie Spector, Communications Coordinator
Lisa Wanzor, Associate Director

Melissa White, Development Program Manager

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD
Lisa Bailey, M.D.

Julia Brody, Ph.D.
Wendell Brunner, M.D., Ph.D.

Beth Crawford, M.S.
Phillip S. Gardiner, Dr.P.H.

Sandra R. Hernandez, M.D.
Stefanie S. Jeffrey, M.D.
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