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BCA WAS FOUNDED BY A GROUP OF WOMEN WHO
REALIZED THE POWER OF COMMUNITY. After meeting
in a breast cancer support group, they joined forces
to create a grassroots breast cancer organization set
apart from others by its understanding of the disease’s
political, economic, and social context.  

More than a decade later, BCA continues to
stand apart as a clear voice in the growing breast
cancer movement. But this year, more than ever, we
stood together with other organizations that share
our understanding of breast cancer as a political
disease — and by doing so, we brought our work to
a powerful new level.
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OUR BIGGEST ORGANIZING EVENT OF THE YEAR WAS OUR FOURTH ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING, which this spring featured an inspiring call to environmental action by
acclaimed biologist, poet, and author Sandra Steingraber. The event, entitled “No More
Silent Spring: Speaking Out About Breast Cancer and the Environment,” galvanized
hundreds of activists on a range of issues.

Continuing our longtime coalition work with local environmental health activists,
BCA again this year commemorated Breast Cancer Industry Month by helping to lead San
Francisco’s annual cancer industry tour of corporate polluters and the public relations
firms that represent them. As a member of the Bay Area Cancer Coalition, BCA also helped
organize a pair of free public forums on environmental links to breast cancer, looking
specifically at pesticide and radiation risk. And several BCA representatives were among
the activists, scientists, and academics at an environmental conference in Eugene, Oregon,
at which BCA organized people in the academic world to keep the dialogue going beyond
the conference. We also began exploring ways to bring the Stop Cancer Where It Starts
campaign, a local coalition effort that has resulted in legislation pushing the reduction of
toxic emissions in several San Francisco Bay Area cities, to other parts of California. 

WHILE WORKING HAND IN HAND WITH LOCAL ALLIES, we also made great strides in
strengthening our connections with organizations around the country in 2001, combining
forces to tackle issues of shared concern. 

This year, for instance, we spearheaded the creation of a new
alliance to broaden the impact of BCA’s ongoing work to ensure
that corporate breast cancer fundraising activities do more than
boost a company’s bottom line. Under BCA’s leadership, breast
cancer organizations in cities from coast to coast began working
together in 2001 to get the Avon cosmetics corporation, the
nation’s largest corporate funder of breast cancer programs, to
“do the right thing” in raising and distributing funds through its
Breast Cancer Crusade. Representatives from the BCA-led alliance
met with Avon executives this year to discuss concerns about how
funds are raised and dispersed. We also gave activists around the
world the tools to join us in our campaign, making our “Think Twice
Before You Walk” brochure along with a sample letter to Avon
available on our Web site.

BCA’S WORK HAS ALWAYS BEEN GROUNDED IN COMMUNITY ORGANIZING, and this year
we found new and better ways to reach out to and stay in touch with the individuals we
represent. BCA conducted a membership survey for the first time in 2001, giving our
members an opportunity to let us know who they are and how we can represent them
more effectively. This year also marked the launch of BCA’s monthly e-mail newsletter:
hundreds of subscribers now receive regular updates featuring up-to-the-minute news,
notices, and action alerts on breast cancer issues. 

Meanwhile, we continued to work to guarantee everyone — including people without
a computer — access to reliable information. In 2001 BCA staff responded to more than a
thousand telephone calls and written requests for information on a myriad of issues
connected to breast cancer. BCA’s bimonthly print newsletter is now distributed to nearly
10,000 individuals and institutions, a 15 percent increase from last year. We also stepped
up publication of our Spanish-language newsletter, Saber Es Poder (Knowledge Is Power),
allowing us to bring to a larger audience solid information and more opportunities to get
involved.

BCA’s five activist task forces – built on the idea that everyone can do something
that matters about the breast cancer epidemic – continued to be fueled this year by the
energy of hundreds of volunteers. Across the nation, members of BCA’s Media Response
Task Force used talking points prepared by BCA to respond to newspaper and magazine
articles on topics including rising breast cancer rates, prophylactic mastectomy, and
screening as “early prevention.” Legislative Action Task Force members communicated
their views to both state and federal representatives on issues such as breast cancer
treatment funding and a federal bill limiting pesticide use in and around schools.
Members of BCA’s Treatment and Scientific Issues Task Force attended national and
international oncology conferences, actively participating in discussions of critical issues
in breast cancer treatment and research and reporting back to BCA members through the
BCA Newsletter. Community Outreach Task Force members attended neighborhood health
fairs, college campuses, and outdoor fundraisers and festivals, bringing BCA’s message to
new audiences. And members of BCA’s Audre Lorde Action Brigade took to the streets
throughout the year to make their voices heard, most notably joining allies in successfully
demonstrating to shut down a medical waste incinerator in a low-income community in
the San Francisco Bay Area.



BCA TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE POWER OF THE MEDIA MORE THAN EVER IN 2001, reaching
far and wide to get more individuals involved in our work. This year BCA executive director
Barbara Brenner was selected as a “Breast Cancer Heroine” by the Lifetime Television
Network, bringing BCA’s messages to millions of women and providing an opportunity to
meet with network executives to help shape its advocacy efforts. Our work on environmental

health issues was highlighted this year on a segment of “To the Contrary,” a
weekly public affairs program airing nationally on PBS. And our

reputation as an independent voice in the breast cancer
movement prompted acclaimed journalist Barbara
Ehrenreich to call on BCA as she began researching
an article on the mainstream breast cancer estab-
lishment’s “pink-ribbon” approach to diagnosis,
treatment, and fundraising, which appeared in

Harper’s Magazine. Ehrenreich later asked BCA
executive director Barbara Brenner to co-author
a newspaper editorial urging a new approach

to breast cancer activism, which appeared
in the Los Angeles Times and was syndi-
cated in newspapers from coast to coast.

Through all of its work, BCA carries the 
voices of people affected by breast 
cancer to inspire and compel the changes
necessary to end the breast cancer epidemic.

These voices — amplified and strengthened as
BCA joins forces with organizations around the

country and the world — bring us all closer to the
day when the breast cancer epidemic will be only

a painful memory.

OUR WORK WITH ANOTHER NATIONAL COALITION LEAPT FORWARD IN 2001. As a founding
member of Prevention First, a collaboration of health and women’s organizations — all of
whom refuse to accept funding from pharmaceutical companies — we pushed forward with
our efforts to promote true prevention as the key to eradicating breast cancer. This year BCA
coordinated the design and placement of a full-page ad on the coalition’s behalf in alternative
newspapers around the country, outlining the dangers of direct-to-consumer advertising for
powerful drugs and reminding the public that true breast cancer preven-
tion will never come from a pill. Prevention First also
urged the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
to place stricter controls on drug advertising
and approval standards, and to safeguard
against conflicts of interest among agency
executives. We worked with the FDA and
legislators to ensure that the reauthoriza-
tion of the Prescription Drug User Fee Act
(PDUFA) protected the public rather than
the pharmaceutical industry, and we
directly approached the manufacturer
of the breast cancer drug tamoxifen
to discuss our concerns about its
advertising.

We also invited independent
women’s health and environmental
organizations from around the
country to sign on to endorse the
goals of the coalition, bringing the
strength of still greater numbers to
support our efforts. 
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BCA SUPPORTERS
BREAST CANCER ACTION’S WORK WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE without our supporters, whose commitment to ending the breast cancer epidemic 

is matched only by their generosity. They are the community whose gifts help BCA develop and sustain the programs 
that are challenging how society responds to human and environmental health issues.  We gratefully acknowledge 

the people and institutions listed below, and all who support our efforts.   

EXPENSES

Individual Contributions 35.4% 305,214

TOTAL 100.% $862,553

In-Kind Gifts 2.2% 19,100

Foundation Grants 60.6% 522,738

Other Revenue 1.8% $ 15,501

Program 78.6% 55 1,581

TOTAL 100.% $ 701,549

General Support 13.1% 9 1,973

Development 8.3% $ 57,996
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Kent � Tim Kingston � Katherine Kitsuse � Nada and Joseph Klanjac � Melanie Kletz �
Thomas R. Kline & Lindsey Bishop Lang � Connie Kobalka � Nia Kokayi � Karen Jo Koonan
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� Joan and Tom Martens � Marsha Maslan � Meigs Matheson � Molly McClure � Bill and
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Sun Microsystems Foundation � Joan Swirsky � Sally Swope � Virginia and Robert Tafoya �
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CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS
Anchor Brewing Company � Bank of America Foundation � Barclay's Global Investors
Matching � Cal Fed Workplace Giving � Charles Schwab Matching Gifts � The Chase
Manhattan Foundation � Computer Associates, Inc. � EGrants.org � Gap Matching Gift
Match Program � McKinsey & Company, Inc. � Microsoft Matching Gifts Program �
Prudential Foundation � Prudential Insurance Company � San Jose Mercury News � Sony
Music Entertainment, Inc. � Sun Microsystems Foundation

SPECIAL THANKS
The following people and organizations gave of their time and products to advance BCA’s
work in 2001.
ArtHaus � Bottom of the Hill � BillyBlue � Larry Brenner � Brown-Forman Wines � Cafe
Mondo � Linda Carucci � Community Thrift Store � Evan Deerfield of Cobalt Blue �
Benjamin Dock � Focal Point � Formationz Art Glass � Frameline � GIVE � Thomas Howard �
Catherine Jane Mendoza � Lauren Zina John & George John � Roberta Lampert � David
LeCheminant � Carolene Marks � Kelly Marquis � Catherine Jane Mendoza � Noah's Bagels
� Susan Nash � Gaylord Neely & Linda Badami � Nancy Otto � Peet's Coffee & Tea � Natalie
and Stephen Compagni Portis � Rainbow Grocery � San Francisco Chocolate Factory �
Zona Sage � Rocky Schnaath & Byron Johnson � Sony Music Entertainment,Inc. �
Specialty's � Starbucks � Peg Stone � Nancy Toomey and Stephen Tourell � Universal Care
� Veg Time � Elizabeth Williamson

ELENORE PRED LEGACY CIRCLE (donors who have designated BCA for a planned gift)
Barbara A. Brenner � Larry Brenner � G. Lynn Huber � Suzanne Lampert � Catherine
Merschel � Virginia Soffa � Leila B. Williams 

$249 — $100
Anonymous (13) � Frank Abeling � Nancy Achorn � Martha Africa � Andrea Alfano � Alex
Alger � June and Phillip Allen � Betsy Allen � Carol Anderson � Barbara Anger � Nancy and
Pete Asche � Susan Atzman � Judith Lauter Baer � Merri A. Baldwin � Phebe W. Bauer �
Ann Bauman � Noreen Beiro � Jeffrey Benevedes � Sue Berger � Susan and Robert
Bernheim � Marsha and Stephen Berzon � Shira Bezalel � Vivian Bigelow � Joan E. Biren �
Ashley Black � Linda and Curtis Boles � Kathy Booth � Angela Bottum & Marjorie Hamm �
Elizabeth and John Bradley � Victoria Brady � Diane and Marty Brandt � Alison Braverman
� Joe Brenner � Richard and Barbara Brenner � Michelle Brooke � Penny Brown � Amanda
Brown-Stevens �Wendel Brunner � Mary Fran Buchanan � Charlotte E. Burchard &
Bahman Sheikh-Ol-Eslami � Laura Butcher & Henry Greely � Pearl Cadiz � Andrea
Cameron � Andy Cameron & Jiyun Cameron Lee � Paul Carucci � Diane Cash & Kathy Ann
Koshgarian � John Cass � Ron Cass � Debra Chasnoff � Lola Chenyek � Sheron Lee Chic �
Margot Smith Chmel� Rosalie and Robert Clarke� Maxine and Bill Claymon� Cynthia
Clinkingbeard & Carol Coad� Babs Conant� Kim Conner & Joanne Mills� Sara and Jack
Conner� Julie Rose Cowan & Neil Good� Greta and Mert Cramer� Daniel Cumings� Claire
Hope Cummings� Joan Danforth� Denise and Jay Dauphinais� Jenny and Bill Davies� Jean
S. Davis� Jean and Dwayne Day� Jenifer Sally Daynes� Delta Dental Plan of California�
Donna Dias� May Diaz� Leslie and John DiGirolamo� Marianne Domin� Aileen Donohoue�
Emily Doskow� Anne Doyle-Shultz & Al Shultz� Margaret Draeger� Jean Driscoll & Peter
Calthorpe� Marcia Dyer-Crapo� Mary Edwards & Roxana Sasse� Barbara Ehrenreich�
Dorothy Ehrlich� Margaret and F.G. Elizares� Thelma Elkins� Elizabeth Epstein� Milton
Estes� Deborah Farson� Josh and Jessica Feldmark� Joan Ferraris & Jon Norenburg� Elaine
Fink� Ken Fischer� Murry and Ruth Fischer� Anne and Edward Fleishman� Sally Floyd�
Susan and Brian Fogarty� Marcia Fraser & Lana Sandahl� Estelle Freedman & Susan
Krieger� Joan M. Friedland� Lauri E. Fried-Lee� Teresa Lynn Friend� Susan Hart Fritz�
Sheila Gadsden & John M. Crew� Abel Galaviz� Marsha Gale & Liz Hoadley� John Gardner�
Jame Garfield� John Gear� Carrie George & Ditman Johnson� Arnold R. George� Robin
Germain� Marijean Giannino� Miye Goishi & Dara Schur� Deborah J. and Evan Golder�
Yolanda Gonzalez & Robert Killingsworth� Diana Vest and Richard Goodman� Shuli
Goodman� Bruce Gordon� Mary Ann Gosdick� Christine Gouig� Karen Graff-Emard� Jill
and Richard Granick� Kimberly Grasberger� Sadja Greenwood� Judith Gruber & Joseph
Houska� Jr.� Francine Halberg� Eric Hamako� Daphne Hammond� Eileen Hansen & Denise
Wells� Barbara Harran� Peter P. Hartlaub� Pat Hartley� Fred Hartwick� Victoria and
Lawrence Heiges� Janice Heiss� Connie Herrick� Frederick Hertz� Virginia and Sigmund
Herz� Susan R. Hester� Margaret Ellen Hickey� Kristin and Dean Hickman� Susan Hika�
Nickie (Alice) Hilbert� Lisle and Jackie Hill� Robert Hirsch & Shauna Marshall� Elle
Hoffnagel & Terry J. Murphy� Jean Hom & John O'Toole� Kathryn and William Hopkins�
Michael and Charlotte Horstein� Mary and Jay Hosler� Kathryn and Scott Houghton�
Cynthia Hubbard� Sheila and Michael Humphrey� Henrietta Humphreys� Julia Hunkins�
Jean Collier Hurley� Janet Hurwich� Liz Illg & Janna Gingrass� Jill Israel� Nina Jablonski�
Irene Jeffries� Lorraine and Lawrence Johnston� Denah Joseph� Mary Jo and Howard
Kahn� Lois Kampinsky� Anne S. Kasper� Marion and Margaret Kavanaugh-Lynch� Rosalie
S. Kaye� Burke Keegan� Karen and Daniel Kiely� Michael Kieschnick� Chris Kitchel &
James Hirabayashi� Charles and Sally Klinedinst� Pauline Kocourek & Annette Michell�
Jeanne and Stuart Korn� Georgia Kovach� Pamela Kramer� Peggy and Jeffrey Kroutil�
Mary Lace� Ellen Landsberger� Celeste Lane� Jalyn Tani and Laurence Lang� Fred Large�
Fran Layton & Robert Post � Peter Lee� Phil Lee� Susan Lee & Gordon Reetz� Carole Leita�
Muriel Leland� Cynthia J. Lew� Donna Lew�Wendy Lichtman & Jeffrey Mandel� Shirley
Linde� Debi Linker� Elizabeth and Ralph Long� JoAnn Loulan� Jody Luevano� Fiona Luke�
Lyon-Martin Women's Health Foundation� Alison Mackenzie� Mary and Jim Madison�
Ellen Mahoney� Lisa Malachowsky� Julianne Malveaux� Myrna Manz� Cynthia Marano &
Judy Patrick� Helene and Charles Martel� Renetia Martin� Massachusetts Breast Cancer
Coalition� Joseph Massey� Jonathan Mayers� Nancy Mazza� Mary McCann � Channa Orah
Meir� Michelle Mercer & Bruce Golden� Elizabeth Merck� Anne Michel� Marilyn Milkman�
Marilyn Miller� Stephen Moore� Kathleen Morey-Alexander� Josepha Moseley� Miriam
Moussaioff & Andrew Greenberg� Jo Anne and Bob Muller� Albert Roy Muller� Patricia
Murray� Frances and John Nataloni� Nelson Staffing Solutions of Pleasanton� Nelson
Staffing Solutions of Pleasant Hill� Julia and David Nelson-Gal� Stuart and Ruth
Newman� Christine Norton� Monica O'Brien & Damian Manolis� Mary Kathleen O'Connor�
Angela Ofner & Thomas Isaacs� Mary O'Grady� Alan Olmstead� John Orbon & Maureen
Bessette� Ralph and Naomi Pace� Darlene Peck� Peg Peterson & Melvin Fine� Alice
Philipson & Ptra Liljestrand� Monica Piane� Cheri Pies� Planet� Elizabeth Plapinger &

John Berger� Nancy Polikoff� May Pon & John Barry� Katherine Poole & Sara Ellovich�
Progressions Salon� Suzanne Pullen� Noreen Vera Purcell� Michelle Quinn & Michale
Levy� DeAnna Rabbitt� Cindy Race & Cindy Maxim� Marsha Raleigh� Benjamin Ramirez�
Carol Raybould� Karen Marie and Leslie Reinlib� Ann Reisenauer� Lani Riccobuono�
Linda Richardson� Barbara Riverwoman� Beverly Robbins� Joseph and Mildred Rogers�
Nelda and Donald Roggerman� Catherine and A.H. Romm� Melissa and Phil Rose� Susan
E. Rosen & Lance S. Raynor� Catherine and Sanford Rosen� Margaret Rossoff� Linda
Rowe & Dennis Kellett� Debbie and Peter Rugh� Eve Rumpf-Sternberg & William Rumpf�
Rebecca Runte� Zona Sage� Susan Salisbury� Gail Saliterman� Andrea Saltzman� Reid C.
Sams� Jane Samuels� Luis Sanchez� Heather and Kitt Sawitsky� Rocky L. Schnaath &
Byron S. Johnson� Michelle Schwartz� Ellen Seeherman & Stuart and Joanna Sloame�
Naomi Seid-Cronkite� Steven and Gail Shak� Michael and Jennifer Shepard� Gladys and
Bud Sherak� Don Sherak & Hannah Sherak� Janette Sherman� Mary T. Shields� Amber
Shong� Mady Shumofsky� Michael Shuster & Richard McCracken� Joshua Shuster-
Lefkow� Gary Shweid� Maria and Glen Sidelnikov� Marie M. Simmons� Danielle and Jason
Simon & Marilyn Bimbaum� Ronald Simons� Rosalind Singer� Stephanie Siri� Emily and
Alec Skolnick� Andrine Smith & Hank Zuberer� Regina Sneed� Christel Snyder� Mary Kay
Snyder and Youssef Nafaa� Sandra Sohcot� Carol and Anthony Somkin� Claudia Soyer�
Margaret Spaulding� Diveda Spector� Sandra Stacey� Louise Stanley� Ange Stephens�
Guerri F. Stevens� Isabelle Stierli� Keri Stone� Leslie Stone & Shirley Buss� Kathy Stoner
& Michelle Welsh� Ruth Storey� Amy Strauss� Jeanine Stuckey & Michael Chavin� Judith
Sunderland�William Sweet & Gail Robinson� Ann Syptak� Cathryn Theriot & Robert
Cornwell� Sherilyn Thomas & Lynn Witt� Barbara Thomason & Anna Crawford� Heidi
Thompson & Thomas Courtney� Juhu Thukral & Jeff Yamaguchi� John Tillman� Roberta
Ross and Daniel R. Tisch� Sally Tobin� Julia Tower� Shirley and Michael Traynor�Wandon
Patricia Treanor, Esq.� Yvette and Robert Trevorrow� Bertrand Vandeville� Miguel
Velasquez� Maria Adela Maria Velez� Alice Vilardi� Richard and Julia Vistnes� Charlies
Vollmar� Clementine Wacula� Angela Wall� Margaret Walsh� Claudia Wayne & Juanita
Weaver� Sheila and Charles Webster� Neil Weinstein� Lisa Westerback� Ruth Wetherford�
Maria Wetzel� Gloria Wheeler� Elizabeth and Robert Wheeler� John White III� Terry
Wilkens� Nelda Williams� Jennifer Willis� Terry and Carol Winograd� Charles and Lisa
Wise� Elaine Wise� Leslie Wolfe� Doreen Wong� Stan Yogi� Anges Young� Sharon
Zoyhofski & Lisa Malachowsky

$99 — $50
Anonymous (14) � Raphael Abrams � Mary Addison-Lamb � Fenton Allen � Nina Allen �
Leslie Alperin � Gilda Althouse � American Slavic Womens Club � Virginia Annese �
Michael Dominick Aquino � Rita Arditti� Laureen Asato � Merry Astor � Marieanne and
Alan Ausing � Margaret Babbott � Cathy and John Bair � Jean and Jack Baker � Baker &
McKenzie � Judy and Harvey Barnett � Anne Barnett � Eleanor Barrett � Lowell Ann Barron
� Julia Barrow � Michele Barton � Alvin H. Baum � Dorothy and Bertrand Baylin � Joanna
McKee Beam � Deborah and PJ Behrakis � Mary Lou and Steven Beldner � Adrian Bennett
� Deborah Bennett & Anthony Metcalf � Cathy Berger & Adrianna Pacheco � Laurie and
Mark Berman � Ruby Bernstein � 6th grade
students at Beth Chaim Congregation
� D. L. Betts & Elizabeth C. Pritz � Iris
Biblowitz � Barbara Biebush �
Pauline Birtwistle � Sandra Blair &
Carol Cohen � Ferol Blaney � Cynthia Bloebaum � Ann
Booth � Ruth and Gunther Borris � George Borruso � Patricia
and Gerald Bourne � Doug Braley & Jim Otwell � Eric and
Mary Jo Brazil � Breast Cancer Resource Center of
Austin � Francine Brenner � Laura Bresler � Laura
Briggin � Lisa Brinker � Julia Brody � Patricia S.
Brown � Sally Ann Brown & Scott Jessen � Mary and
Keith Bruce � Carol Bryan � Buffalo Exchange � Ruth
Burdick � Ruth Burleson � Anita Burnaford � Peter L.
Cafone � Leslie Caplan � Carol Carey � Mara and Richard
Carman � Carla Carr � Mary Kate and Darrell Carter � Noelle
Caskey � Suki and Donald Cell � Jan Chouljian � Janice Christ
� Barbara Cicerelli � Kathleen Cinnater � Sandra Clark �
Kristen Clarke � Sarah S. Clarkson � Melanie and Matthew
Claymon � Lois B. Cleary � Sheila Cockshott � Susan M. Cohen




